
August 2023

Funmi O., a Roxbury Youth Programs alumna and UUUM summer marketing intern

A Special Introduction This Month:

This is usually the spot in our newsletter that features words from our Executive Director and
Senior Minister, Mary Margaret Earl. This month, however, Mary Margaret is on sabbatical.
In her stead, we invited Funmi, a Roxbury Youth Programs (RYP) alumna and one of our
summer marketing interns, to share thoughts about her experience so far.

These internships were created to offer young people another way to be engaged in our work,
while offering practical professional experience. Funmi's voice and presence - whether on social
media, via other projects she's worked on, or during team discussions - has been a great
experience and has made us better. Enjoy her words below.

From A Roxbury Youth Programs Alumna & Summer Intern

So far, interning for UU Urban Ministry
(UUUM) for the past four weeks has been
such an amazing experience. Coming into
this job, I knew that I wanted my work -
especially social media posts - to be
intentional. And I wanted them to align with
UUUM's mission of working to advance



racial, economic, and social justice. 

I’ve always been a person who has been
interested in the logistics of marketing, and
how organizations get their points across.

"To remind others of what it means to use your voice to make a difference...""To remind others of what it means to use your voice to make a difference..."

Working at UUUM has allowed me to explore these interests, in one way through
handling the social media accounts on Instagram, Facebook, [and Threads, too].
To align with UUUM's mission, I made posts about racial justice quotes by civil
rights leaders to remind others of what it means to use your voice to make a
difference. I made posts about history in Roxbury to inform or remind people about
past events in our history that sometimes go overlooked. I lastly made posts about
community events to encourage our audience to be more involved in all the great
things Roxbury has to offer. 

"The research I’ve learned here has influenced me so much...""The research I’ve learned here has influenced me so much..."

At the same time, researching the history of Roxbury taught me new topics like
redlining, the history behind Nubian Square’s name, and more. The neighborhood
of Roxbury has been a large part of my circle for a long time now, it's home to my
school and job and isn’t too far from my neighborhood in Mattapan. The research
I’ve learned here has influenced me so much that I speak about it outside of work
as well. I now recognize that there are so many different things that go disregarded
in my community of Mattapan as well.

Most of all, I appreciate Roxbury way more now than when I started, and that’s all
thanks to UUUM. 

If you haven’t already, please follow us on our Instagram, Facebook, or Threads
account to keep up with our weekly updates on community events, quotes, and
Roxbury history.

Funmi O.

https://www.instagram.com/uuurbanministry/
https://www.facebook.com/UUUrbanMinistry/


Two examples of Funmi's social media posts. In addition to sharing UUUM news and event info, she
used the space to share information about issues affecting communities of color, like redlining and life
expectancy in majority-BIPOC versus majority-white communities.

Click Here to Support the UU Urban
Ministry

 
Program Updates

Roxbury Youth Programs (RYP)
 

RYP Summer Interns on their recent field trip to Faneuil Hall and Boston City Hall

The students participating in the summer semester of Roxbury Youth Programs
(RYP) have been working hard - both in and out of the classrooms here in
Roxbury.

One of the main focuses for RYP students this summer is a project about "Names".
This project entails examining the names of streets and different locations in
Greater-Boston, as well as the history behind some of the names that hang on
buildings, street signs, and various neighborhoods. For example, the way Dudley
Square was renamed Nubian Square in 2019.

During the past few weeks, they have
taken field trips that are helping them
explore the topic.

Recently, they visited the Boston
Slavery Exhibit at Faneuil Hall that
opened in June that documents the
stories of enslaved people in colonial
Boston, including a database listing

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E331227&id=1
https://www.boston.gov/departments/archaeology/boston-slavery-exhibit


RYP students visiting the Boston slavery exhibit
at Faneuil Hall

more than 1,300 individuals who have
been identified, though in many cases
their names and other personal details
remain unknown.

The work that RYP students are doing
this summer is a part of our
commitment to a true examination of
our history, and enables our young
people to be engaged in this important
work.

RYP Students Invite You

Next Tuesday, August 15th from 4:00pm - 8:00pm, the students in RYP are
organizing an event at the UU Urban Ministry that will feature their artwork and
their words. This is an event for the community, and they would appreciate seeing
you here.

All details can be found HERE on our website, and on the flyer below.

https://www.uuum.org/event-details/roxbury-youth-present-art-gallery


Make a Gift to Support Our Youth
Program

 
Upcoming Events

Neighborhood Tours Program

UUUM Tours: Public Art in and Near
Nubian Square

Sat. Aug 26, 9:30 AM – 11:00 AM
Visit the murals in our neighborhood and
appreciate the artists who address
important topics to all who witness these
large works of art in public spaces.

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E331227&id=1
https://www.uuum.org/event-details/uuum-tours-public-art-in-and-near-nubian-square


UUUM Tours: Trees of John Eliot
Square: A historical perspective

Sat. Sept. 09, 9:30 AM – 11:00 AM
Enjoy a stroll around the neighborhood
focused on Roxbury's agriculture and
horticulture and how these shaped the
neighborhood over the years. Tour led by
historian Thomas Plant.

The Makanda Project: Final UUUM Show of 2023

https://www.uuum.org/event-details/uuum-tours-trees-of-john-eliot-square-a-historical-perspective-2023-09-09-09-30


The Makanda Project
Saturday, September 9th
Don't miss their last show at the UUUM this summer!

Join us for the 2023 Jazz on the Green Summer Series, featuring The Makanda
Project. We are happy to again be hosting these concerts free of charge on our
greenspace, and invite you to join us!

Bring a lawn chair or blanket and stay for an afternoon of great music!

Jubilee Three Anti-Racism Training

A Community Experience: Building Capacity to Dismantle Systemic Racism

The UU Urban Ministry is happy to co-sponsor Jubilee
Three Anti-Racism Training this October 20th - 22nd.

https://www.uuum.org/event-details/the-makanda-project-jazz-on-the-green-summer-series-2023-07-15-13-00


Do you wish to deepen your understanding of how race
and ethnicity play out in our institutions and our daily
lives? This 2-½ day workshop is open to everyone–of
any faith or none–who wants to journey toward making a
stand against racism and nurturing a multicultural
future.  

Check out the Jubilee Three webpage for full details
about the opportunity, including information about the
trainers, topics that will be covered, format and timeline,
and registration info.

Can You Help?

Help a Refugee Family as They Settle in Their New Home

A friend of UUUM reached out seeking individuals proficient in any of the African
languages listed below to help with the arrival and initial adjustment of a family
from Sub-Saharan Africa.

She is part of a group in Newton has been certified by the Welcome Corps
program of the U.S. State Department and will be matched with a family from one
of the below listed countries in the next couple of weeks.

Do you know anyone proficient in any of the languages below?
Democratic Republic of Congo: Kiswahili, Swahili, Lingala, Kibembe,
Kinyarwanda, French (cannot rely only upon French, often not their primary
language)
Sudan and South Sudan: Arabic (not Middle Eastern Arabic, need to confirm
Arabic speakers from Sudan and/or South Sudan)
Ethiopia: Oromo, Amharic
Somalia: Somali
Burundi: Kirundi, French
Eritrea: Tigrinya, Tigre, Arabic

If you're able to help, email Vinnie Myles at the UU Urban Ministry who will get you
in contact with the group in Newton.

Information Coming Soon

UUUM Book Club: Reading to Make a Difference

https://www.uuum.org/jubilee-three
mailto:vmyles@uuum.org


Career Opportunity at the UU Urban Ministry

Youth Programs Coordinator

Roxbury Youth Programs (RYP) is seeking an experienced, energetic Youth
Programs Coordinator to join the UU Urban Ministry’s program staff. The Youth
Programs Coordinator (YPC) will be responsible for the collaborative planning,
implementation, and facilitation of our youth programs. The YPC will be
responsible for developing and leading and/or hiring teaching artists to lead
engaging, relevant workshops centered in skill building, social justice, Roxbury
community history, and art-making. 

Visit the Career Opportunities page of our website HERE for all current available
career opportunities.

https://www.uuum.org/_files/ugd/7b9fdf_b371e5d94cb341b0b98d86cc5d4ada7a.pdf
https://www.uuum.org/career-opportunities


Words for your consideration...
(one recently shared by Funmi on social media)

Stay Connected with Us

Stay connected and up-to-date about:
all things UUUM
our member congregations
opportunities and resources in Roxbury and the
Boston-area

Follow us on social media!
UUUM on Facebook
UUUM on Instagram
UUUM on Twitter

Click Here to Support the UU Urban
Ministry

Connect with us

https://www.facebook.com/UUUrbanMinistry
https://www.instagram.com/uuurbanministry/
https://twitter.com/uuurbanministry
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E331227&id=1


      

 
Visit the UUUM Website

UU Urban Ministry | 10 Putnam Street, Roxbury, MA 02119

Unsubscribe vmyles@uuum.org

Update Profile |Constant Contact Data
Notice

Sent byvmyles@uuum.orgpowered by

Try email marketing for free today!

https://www.facebook.com/UUUrbanMinistry
https://twitter.com/uuurbanministry
https://www.instagram.com/uuurbanministry/
http://www.uuum.org
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
mailto:vmyles@uuum.org
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF19_3GE
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF19_3GE
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